Aim: This lesson is designed to make students aware of the importance and role of the student council in decision-making in school.[footnoteRef:1] The Ethical Education Curriculum supports the democratic principle of Educate Together and the Ethical Education class can (and should) be used by students and student council members to discuss issues relating to Student Council activities.   [1:  Further lesson plans and resources for teaching about student councils available at http://learning.educatetogether.ie/pluginfile.php/13099/mod_resource/content/2/Giving%20Young%20People%20A%20Voice.pdf] 



Ask students to list some school rules.
In pairs ask students to identify: 
· Who made these rules?
· Who benefits from these rules?
· Would they change any of the rules? Why?

Invite students to give feedback to the class. Are there similar views about the rules? 

Is it important that students have a say in school rules and policies? Why? 

Elicit from students what a student council is and does.

Invite them to look up ISSU website.

Outline:
· What is involved? (meeting once a month (?), involved in campaigns, reporting back to classmates)
· How are students elected? (Interested students seek nomination by two other students, give short speech about why they want to be on student council, secret vote by class)
[This will depend on the school, teachers can check with teacher representatives on student council or previous members of student council. Students may have suggestions for changes to this.]

· Issues for discussion- will there be one nominee or two? Is gender balance important? (Yes- recommend one female and one male nominee from each class)

Invite students to put themselves forward for nomination. Students that are nominated should prepare a short piece on why they want to be on the student council.

Ask students to vote in private.
Announce successful students following vote.

Student council members ask classmates:

· Are there any issues or topics students would like discussed at the first student council meeting?
· What are their hopes for the student council for the year? (finalise a particular policy, organize a fundraising activity etc.)
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